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:;~~c;,n3 There Will Com{soft Rains 0! ct~~d"' 
~t~ t;crtl.e vJy[tll:ll 'IY1 J9So rma,q~ r:,-f--_ • 1J (c, fYT1.f 
~ ~ fMi: '1f ~y: ~aY.~radbury nuaeo: 1-U}lo~ t1 LA r~~ f'1 !, tit '.S~t r1.t.tcltalot#titll~ Htro,'11;,,,°' N<Jf9Q.JQkt o.kerrnal-1,. f' ,PJ1nnou11t.e 
"i' ~"' yrtwxln the living room t3r~q.~~~Lcloc san Tick-tock, seven o'clock, time to get up, time to get up,➔ ~J,w-, 
~~ s':feh'i 'cl~k! ascif 1t ~ere a aid t at nobody woulq. The morning house la e . The clock ~ :fa.#0! 
~ ~ ~repeating an~repeating its sounds into the emptiness. Seven-nine breakfast t~me, ~1;_;f, DIA.$ 
;?-:--- ~qeJen-nine! .r~et-k'i~a (>~llOU}, N)I--- ~Mite ~~t' /'~~di6Yl rple,f\J:\fu)--3~ ~ I\ ~-c . .J ,soi~"JJ ~raJll' fOd'------+-- fJ>; · 0-~ i In the kitchen the breakfast stove gave a hissing sigh and ejected from 1tl7wa interio eight pieces · 
1 O{P,~~ of perfectly browned toast, eight eggs sunny side up, sixteen slices o aco two coffees, and two 
\~of,~ cool glasses of milk. J, r ~"-. '- L,eor - - ' ~{Jtf~(; ~}-0" ~F ~rf'"'-'t /sun IJ (ll(e h~ccn1-e99s iJ pe1/u:J crrltrlCO.I... °"'~ "Today is August 4, 2026," said a second voice from the kitchen ceiling, "in the city ~r ~kJ6->r 

Allendale, California. " It repeated the date three times for memory's sake . .::Jod(}]!. is Mr. 'J \.Af\t\t,c.t,5Wj 
) Featherstone's birthday. Today is the anniversary of Tilita's marriage. Insurance is payable, t' +I 
~ h dz· h sm " :z; r- ,; ooit,\ e?s fi. ,f as are t e water, gas, an zg t l S. W,~.> nl.(~t.lHS /P»'I~ . ~i f ,r()I S }t_ 'lie~, A,-enJ~ ~ faHMkf all 9lJYle. ~J- a~ lkMg1 ,r, r~st ,r ~ i 

1, ~omewhere in thew.ills, relays clicked, mernory ta,?es glided under electric eyes. t-"~ ~">lei.ck .rl Ai,, 
l-tYJ,1e, hCM /1,,() /YlbJ'C tig1tifcconet. }t{)L,J/ ~ it. 1

' ~·,ft>~~~"" ''t'~~ -r lttq~ 
Eight-one, tick-tock, eight-one o'clock, off to school, off to work@~ 'fiia} eight-one!But no) 1r)e~~ 
doors slammed, no carpets took the soft tread of rubber heels. It was rainingoisiae. The weather ~~~tvi 

~~ox on the front door sang quietly: "Rain, rain, go away; umbrellas, raincoats for today ... " And fnJW ;;"~f 
.JI"!' ~-J'~he rain tapped on the empty house c omg. Ylt.Ar~ t'ht-iWle £"~ em ,;,e,ss h (,(pw~~ tthunoc • iYI h'oUA <e,,,. 

'v 'o Outside, the garage chimed an lifted its door to reveal the waiting car. After a long wait the door 
f _ ,.,~<, swung down again. ""pi\i~iS'i'dG~\~~, ~~[/<Ah~ Js h11rsi,, , .J 

;\r-l(VV' t>-r1.,-4u~ ~~ea· ~~ ~11def,r,1~ ~ol.t.scDtot<.nk 
~ ~ At eight-thirty the e~ wereJshrivelled and the toast was like stone. ~ ~~~~~~~atl vihat1c£i? 

them into the sink, where hot water whirled them_.gQwn a meta oat whic~~~ d b_y 11"4~ /le 
lJ them away to th aistant sea. The 5L.irty dishes were 2ropped into a hot washer and emerged l-1.tlf'I °'" 'J ~ hj 

twinkling dry. n OP'? l" 
,-~ dlo½ c,f-i 

souVIO' 
Niwt,f;ifteen, sang the clock, time to clean. ioo~~ 

S\ •S • I\O l,'k.. WU' '(\~;Ji, -((lf>.VJ. 
wi,·a, rotJo~c . ~..;:,I.A" 1 

Out of warrens the wall, tin~nrm~eJaarted. The rooms were a crawl with the small cleaning 
Rt>o~/q<::-- animals,(all rubber a~ meta~~etl t~udrg~p against chairs, whirling their moustached runners, 
~s kneading the rug nap, §_ucking ~~pen dust. Then, like mysterious invaders, they popped 

into their burrows. Their pink electric e1es fu.ffid. The house was clean .. SW. ltA 
f"-i'llh1)w hc,.fpI~~ Jo ,~1 ~Ol~ ~n~ve~ ()l\of'l1l\/ oeM hp<,t I 

Ten o'clock. The sun came,but fronjbehmd the rain. The house stood{~ in a city of rubble and 'JX aa.l\3Q/ 
ashes. This was the one house left stal).ding. At night the ruined city gave off a radioactive glow f"I( . 

C. ( . 'Vl'"?f'/\C, =R) So- 1-t-· ( \. ~ C.:, 01nne IC 
o'-~~lll,0-Whi~~~.ould,b see forllllles.1G\.r9t.-Sc.ttle Do<::i+fve_ b'f'i J,fn ~~<~-d. ~n1.tc1f!ov :., swee,1-- 

S 'r' ~"'et~<;, 'r(\,A.t-' ~ 1 >1 <;e ,,lM\~ ™ ~ \ l? C.!9 ~ ~ t!s-h.-t.te.f,,J"' ~ ) i ~e garden sprinklers whirled up in gol~n founts, filling the ~ft morning air with i II 'yi es) 
cit Clock scatterings ofbrightness. The water pelted window panes, running down the charred west side 
oej;,, 'I- Cqr,e l) It.A II ,·t1-n f-ctlse 
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~ 

~ where the house had been burned, evenly free of its white paint. Th e tire est fuce of the house 
was black, save for five places. Here the silhouette in aint of a man win a lawn. Here, as in a 

~ ~ h ograph, a woman bent to pick flowers. Still further over, their images burned on wood in one 
/5:'. titani stant, a small bo , hands flung into the air; higher up, the image of a thrown ball, and 
~o~ - on. o · ~ hilJl,a~girl, hands raised to catch a ball which never came down. 
<r'in~ .Yi,'11 ie't~fl cence. 

e' live spots of paint - the man, the woman, the children, the ball - remained. The rest was a thin 
- charcoale~f.r. \. ~tsr.,.t,IMj\.Qllh ~ty i{1t-,2J ~"~ tJ f(\l!fp_'av s~~~ · ~)f\i).,_, wiH" ~ 

11c1:;, st¥tie ntl s rink1 ~i fi d the garden \tjth fulling light. -r~ w~ o/-.J II~ 
~ ~ ,/ I "I>, ,1J-U ~ ltgll!t ,,,, c.c,-t h0tJ /' 'f.Alfy/ . 
~~--:-. wt ~J , eRrpea.u_,. - · 

Sp(ittk ly Until this day, how well the house had ept its peace How carenuiy it had inquired, 'Who goes 
e.,spi~ n., l there? What's the password?" and, getting no answer from lonely foxes and whinin cats, it had 

1n~~~-s J shut up its windows and drawn shades in a~ld-maidenlZPr occupation ith self-protection which 
Clbt-trilA bordered on a mechanical paranoia. '"d Ii~! MJ 0(/\\tflclli pl&~ >1c.i. 'P o..re>." 0' · perso r. a,l{ J. · ~ o~ lt1IJ NAWIA A CS . 

It quivered at each sound, the house did~If a s arrow brushed a. window, the shade snapped up. . ) 
The bird, startled, flew off No, not eve bird ust touch the house! ~~ 
~- 1 ... uJ1tl o~ 
Twelve noon. ,, 1,;e,s f- ~ou~t reJ _ J, "r(1 f11Jpi\.,\ 

nm.an.)~;; ~ ht,u'V1ov1,d-!_1 jovl e, (J_ kc~ _ _ 1ief ~ 
' dog whine ' s ering, n the front porch, clo-u.>n I }- hoJ..)e_ I+- ' '\ {\!V'tl-0- r - 

co ~vs-~~.s~~~u~ Coit\ ivl -9 hor,or 0~ 'Y\LAe,!~ C\. r rA0t~e.dO◊h )}.. 
("_.,.,.~oCj The front door recognized the!~ voice and opened. The dog, o'hce huge and fleshy, but now / 
'J:"eq:~ gone to bone eP.nd vered wjfuore~moved in and through the house, tracking mud. Behind it I/ ,,,.,.,n/ IJ J...>. 
'-I" LATO ~whirred angry ice angry at~ pick up mud, ~ at inconvenien~~A hM f~ - ~lo "v-eJ -= wfi7'~. n.ttY'lC() \ () f"\ =--q ~ ~ 1+- J.,t ~ M lj"II oh oY1 '> . t>. 

' For not a leaf fragment ble~der the door but what the wall panels flipped open and the copper l~11"' t 
scrap rats flashed swiftly out. The offending dust, hair, or paper, seized in miniature steel jaws, wal Jo~ 
raced back to the burrows. There, down tubes which fed into the cellar, it was dropped into the dt e, ~ 
Jighing vent of an incinerator which sat like evil Baal in a dark comer. -fc\W qulle. I lr1A ~ 1' .,..,~ 
The dog ran upstairs, hysterically yelpin to each door, at last realizing,[ as the house realizedl that 
only silence was here. ?J 1)1"'1,M ~$ 

IV) ~11, · "'1Ap· 
It sniffed the air and scratched the kitchen door. Behind the door, the stove was making pancakes 
which filled the house with a rich baked odour and the scent of maple syrup. 

The dog frothed at the mouth, lying at the door, sniffing, its eyes turned to fire. It ran wildly in 
circles, biting at its tail, spun in a frenzy, and died. It lay in the parlor for an hour. 1 ,rti\ I 1 'ftj f\d. l 

l' I) yt,A yflO h O 
Two o'clock, sang a voice. -:::. rl o L c .. ..1-· f V'Y"I 

,,,. / c. lJY) f1 ~Hadi~ 
Delicately sensing decay at last, the regiments of mice hurrnned out as softly as blown gray leaves ;:r · 
an electrical wind. oJ- :a ~ 
Two-fifteen. • crudt~ ;? ~~ tt d~ 

www.denni ss~ -.esterhurd. corn/blog /softrai n. him 215 



1/25 /13 

fl{) ~~a}_ ...:=) h ti UJ~ t, CL~ /l.() 

fl ~r!,,(_, Ray&::.=~r::8-07:.$/- ~ 
~e. 

In the cellar, the incinerator glowed suddenly and a whirl of sparks leaped up the chimney. 

Two thirty-five. . O\reJ tu.f\CJ.\ ~ re~~ AMUi..CO.. t'\ f.)fffi M rY . 
;i, l?iD.<\at~ p \0 V\ l- - lt'JU "'l rt O I l (e i l'lO /'u rt O ~ CV\ "2,vl 6-., mo,ct,w,,frm QflCCl ~ 

Brid~e _table sproute from patio walls. P_laying cards fluttere~ onto pad~ ma shower'of pips. lAJD.J 
l\;.1.art1I11s~ ested on an oaken bench with egg-salad sandwiches. Murie Iilityed. .,.,e.mp~ 

G (,~ l ¥v.1 ,Y v1+e 1.,. A vi.. But the tables were sileht and the cards untouched. Sno<+ se vic..e. -::;i C,oy\!>!~~A--:, 
rt,,(Y\ ·t ('-efC(j 

At four o'clock the tables folded like great butterflies back through the paneled walls . aJ.- a.h-1.e4t.C& 

Four-thirty. 0\"0eJ tC ~JX nve (\.., l r1+{_/\ oeJ a.llJi'e ~e.,, f n,JJ[OCA.v 1 o i,v . ol Qh rre, ~ LS ~ . J?<. 
The nursery walls ?Jgwed. . ~ . ct.l~J' ~~ettJ._ G,'f'I) • fl dJ,€1 ·. 

V..fla ().f\1m ~f- e,&~ ll~/Jv, 
Animals took shap : yello g4:affes blue ·~;p"rrUrrtebpes lila · · c~ _,, 
substance. The walls e glass. Jhey- ook

1
ed ~on color an ntas idden clocked 

. rv"tCnOtt\ie,al n~S Mor,_ l~ ::;>, h'01,1Se i.S dJ{ ~----- . through well-oiled .2.Rlockets, and the walls liveCV.: The nursery noor was woven to resemble a cnsp, 
cereal meadow. Over this ran aluminum roaches and iron crickets, and in the hot still air butterflies 
of delicate red tissue wavered among the sharp aroma of animal spoors! There was the sound like a 
great matted yellow hive of bees within a dark bellows, the lazy bumble of a purring lion. And there 
was the patter of okapi feet and the munnur of a fresh jungle rain, like other hoofs, fulling upon the 
summer-starched grass. Now the walls dissolved into distances of parched grass, mile on mile, and 
warm endless sky. The animals drew away into thorn brakes and water holes. It was the children's 

, hour. 

✓ri Five o'clock. The bath filled with c~, 
\ oUw..Li ~ oc, 

~ Six, seven, eight o'clock. The dinner dishes manipulated like magic tricks, and in the studyl\a click. 
~ · · In the metal stand opposite hea where a fir~ now blazed up warmly, a cigar popped out, half 

< '!" .J ~ an inch of soft~y a~h o . , s ~ waiting. . ) l:) c O _Z.l:)...., ~( • ~ d . (1 ·,re_ · 
m, 1 w 1 ~ f?. r-e co r,.J-io ~ ,,,, ~ :r1., r ~~, · o if · 

~ Nine o'clock. he bedS"'waITffi.d t err hidden circ~s, for · ht were coo here. ~ MUJv- ~h 
~) li,co"'v'!~t- -t-~~>fl~ - ~Co..\l rr,,C\[I\ ~~~t? ~ -,.,::!J 

c5 ...._, ~ N~e-five._ A voice spoke from t~e study ceiling: "Mrs. McClellan, w_hich E!!em would you like 
\]~/_, this evenzng?'_JThe house was~ ~~[ 

~e voice said at last, "Since you express no preference, I shall select a poem a random. ' 
Quiet rnqsip ro~r- to back the voice. fSara Teas?fJ_e.J As I recall, y_o. av . .. 

_ lotS or Sib~r\CR. / ~sson'7i~ Ci 'i\ ?e: i ch~G -9 ~<~ ll . ~ 
~There will comi{j)_ft rai{i}and th s e o t e groun 7 0 , . . -. 
J,-tutxno,fAnd~ljVallowlY-rrcling with their;slummerin& s ind: .• I cfe/reN..,,,. u CJJ ,vo,~-c(~U-~~ ~ S 

~ i::tt~~in the pooL~ngr{l~i;1;~-(Y\~ ~ye~ 
hoJ'fV1 le/( A~d ~u~rees in~us white~ _ f 'Cl\~, .ftu ~ t -:-c; c.oLY\'\, r CUlc.t, sec\A.ft ~. 

Robins will wear their feathery Jire,p lqi~ exci~,,te,~ 
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RayBradbur. There Will Come fl Rains / /, (/ -- - J 
Whistling their whims _µJ1-.Ja low ffnce-wir.eg,~ ~(~., . -hi l ciJea.L_ J.-e,kJ. 
r;1,0JJP!J, ~r,;J I'\. narure t' v,o e1tu.~·~ u,Jr~ • C And not one will know o[,the war, not one L . _ 

0);>?evqq1-.~ Will care at last wben it is done. ,.,,.«>' C/)J'-fl'i.f\~ ~ ~():IL6 m1 e__. 
J d,o,. q ( (..L"::,re,~ s 1:, ,,,.~) ,- t,rd- . _..;:;> cxua.~.(i!IIA:'l;,(,<.£::--tVL.lt,,,lafrt'.IU '-<:,¾ , fl , 1 , ~ ~ ''fr.el, " I. 

hA? C/@tft oni)would mind~11Jj_t1J!!!))rd nor f_I.e.£, J ~ ~ O, If' '' ul'kf ' 
ioe,o.LA_:_/ Ji mankind p_~[Pfe~ utte~Ly;. l'.rx. ·t.AJJi'1.,·.oure._, - _J_) r~~ ff V"' oY\ie,. c~Js~ / 1\' . / em,J~~ -flew llfl <!- 9,,wt1, flDI~ 1.1 . I ~ l r 3 rh me Ml°'~~ ll-- 

lf A~erself, wheP;s~-:,.?ke at awn 1 0~ s+rcc~ic. c,(,(,Wlove<'tv~ norray of. 
Would scarcely know thaN:C'e wif:le g . ' ~ rh~ roe. ,mo.,{\ · 

1 _: - mQ.0.(11,:J/e,)5 LLtr-l n /Afl ct re VlQDJ The fire burned on the stone hearth and t e cigar fell away into a mound of quiet ash on its tray. The 
empty chairs laced each other between the silent walls, and the ~J!ed- 

. r1co.~Yi' 
At ten o'clock the house began AOJ'SO'l''("- ·,m .J ~ ci- 

,/VC,iCO..l ~"lhot-" .__..,...t!M? ~r~ r.T~ h ... ~~~~ 
~.'elef'at ~Ol • ~· ~,-eP""· 
v(0Jet1cl·The wind blew. A fallin~tree bough crashed through the kitchen window. Cleaning~bottled, 
~_ovS(r the stove. The room was ablaze in an instant! • short .seokt',ce,~-, ci'Cl~r!~A:~?;()(ro_ . 1\1fena11;(' 

"Fire! screame~voi<i~~]Jie ho~~~~ts flashed, water pumps shot water from the ceilings. But 
the solvent spread on The ~orJn, licking, eating, under the kitchen door, while the voices took it 

1.1. up in chorus: "Fire.fire, fire!" .v C.)ccnit'flQI , s~ft\~'"} '> · etr-.~f~ 4l"h't,f~• 

~ ~~-_hQys~ .. tp~cJ !<?. ~~':eA~~lf Doors sprang tightly shut, but the windows wen(§>keiDby the heat 
cleSfo.<.tJ and the wind blew and sucked upon the fire. f°'~ti~ 

"'"le 'b• "He. .s~a,l(iea~ 
The house gave ground as the fire in ten~illion angry spai;k§ moved with flaming ease from room~!.,; le 
room and then up the stairs. While scurrying water rat squeaked from the walls, istolle their ct 0.,.,.,. •• ✓,1- y .. i)lts '' .. "' ~ ,,.,,u ....... -r 
water, and ran for more. And the wall sprays let down showers ofmechanica a· . ,mp t«san1-1-, r,·~n-rle 
- Ml v, ((A~ ~ver, (i ,, (M'lnOlhc.(~ cir._ 

B la S h ighin hru d- Th bin · d Th f't1 Ollni CQ 1 ut too te. omew ere, s~ a pump s gge to a stop. e quenc gram cease . e 
reserve water supply whichhad filled baths and washed dishes for many quiet days was one . 

• .J~\4.\h~«-.t\1,Sl'lAf:'A', fl(e,h'CQk, ~ ~trtpl~el,}e tarf- 4' ""'~~ ,.:,,he.Q.~orre.tl,(~ ) 
t:JftCA~~ly.Jc:1--io"tif•lt-~~------/ btQIA..., 11" "!I ~ ~01.U~ fO" 

The fire crackled up the stairs. It fed upon icassos and Matisses in the upper halls, like delicacies, LtS@.lt,n ffti1'S 
baking off the oily flesh, tenderly crisping the canvases into black shavings. C°'-~ 11- ¥~~, ocpp,c..ctockJ ~ 

""j ~.if. ~ 
Now the fire lay in beds, stood in windows, changed the colors of drapes! 

1/25/13 

) 

And then, reinforcements. From attic trapdoors, blind robot faces peered down with faucet mouths 
gushing green chemical J,,loi.A-1<. Sc.(.r"V\·ve ~ 

n"' e IUV- Al rn~g ~ .)c)cn'' 
The fire backed off, as even an elephant must at the sight of a dead snake. b,.,.,-. G.<1t11rol- eJeo../"'. 

c)(A.tti~a.ls al\~ e,,ciSl-- \~ ST\Mrle- f'A~. 
Now there were twenty snakes whipping over the floor, killing the fire with a clear cold venom of 
green froth. ·r...- ._, 

P~w•~oan 0~ .. r /? () r-e-a a ro-niu "'tA.(U.(,""" ~ . 
But the fire was cl(!ver. It had sent flame outside the house, up through the attic to the pumps there. 
An explosion! The atti~hich directed the pumps was shattered into bronze shrapnel on the 
beams. ~ 

ni,.MCJ.fl 
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Ray Bradbury: There Wi ll Come So ft Rains • l 
The fire rµ~hed back jnto ev~ry cloJIJ a11dA\ofthe clothes hun~ther~., rUl,.\- Ja«AI-- 1, f<, fr<---''~ 1re,r.st~•f't,~f .. ~'3,fo~~;,oJ,,.,.,-O~fu11\{' V )Gt,y"-A i~ 'fi' 

~ The house shudderedA,oo~~~one ftbone, it bared ske,e1on cringing from the eat, its.-RV:~r~A.l /t-\Lcm~-" 

i~ f nerves revealed l'IS. jf a surgeo d o kin off let.the red veins and capillaries qwver jQ the,.,.,. ·"f: }L.. 
fifO.~CJ ~r ~:::!:=:!~~::::z~~olt,1\-- - "rt""· I ·::, V ''"'- 

~ 
scalde~ air. Help, ~e I if.£~ un, run Heat(@ip~rrrors like the first brittle wintegce. An~ \1 o u \ -t 4 

th S-M · ~I :, · ~-....,., lik . h d . hit 1 lik ➔ 1-\-\ ~e'1 . "'" ~. e voices . ire.jire, ru~ run, ea tragic nurs~ r yme, a iozen voices .o~ e_, •v-e •~•:,:;~ 
/" ~ . ~ . r-tqc.c .. ,_ ~tf..1'~1- . . :-C:..,,l !ILC,~\'1,1,,<C.t-10 1/l~M!ll'-"'- nvr &,,,)!. ,~ childre dymg ma forest, alone, alone. And the voices fadmg as the wrres poppeithe sheathings "' ,'t'fQl\4 .i;; cJ> 4.P'~"Hc su"<"~Jrri:ie,1-'\4.rf ._,,~ -t-1\_ti.-..J 

✓, h'ke ot chestnuts. One, two, three, four, five voices died.)~C.Me>.o! ,r., ~ual, .J~ 
~~6~~ ~ckile> ~vowtte~~~;4 c.o"~:lr~~~~e~ eh01os ~ ptbte .JX ~e~ 

eJr,ld. In the urse he jungle burned. B~~roa~~l~i~-~affes bounded off. The panthers ran in 
~., · cles chan · color, and te'i('9rnillion anil~, Kmrurigbefofe the fire, vanished off toward a distant 

~~:~11oc,~. steaming river .... Ten more voices died. 41e,i..oi.1.s, ,.,<=l ~,,,,o,~...,,,. G ,.... . e.ve'll.l~)\Q QoW ~✓.;.:'> ('AKll• ~ Ceo,.. 'v q ~t:,poca""JpHc · :J ~il\i.~~1,1{. ;, eoW\h-Q~t- ~or v.s c.,0ld 
~, In the last instant under the fire avalanche, other choruses, oblivious, could be heard announcing the 

~ time, cuttin!the la~ b~ remot - n mow~ or setting an umbrella frantically out and in, ~he v"~Cf' :c 10 dt 
. fll\-t-le ,s ~ ~ -sro re: . """""-· 

sla~.a ~ openmg front ,r .. llCou1ian~r\ ngs happening, like a clock shop when each clock: ~L«skbQclt 
' ) hlA""IMI I S ""' ~ ~m(_ 1 OIi ~ r -k) ·~-, 

{; ~trik"~ e hour insanely betor or atter the other, a scene of maniac confusion, yet unity; singing, , ,0:~~ 
,,f~ ... 's~a~g, 1'7tw last cleaning mice darting bravely out to carry the horrid ashes away! And one Of ~a,.~i,. 

4~w11 k~.i, voice, with sublime disregard for the situation, read poetry aloud in the fiery stu~ until all the fihn u f-e- · 
/~~1e"q_,spools burned, until all the ~res ~ithered and the _£ircuits E_racked. ,tt~C<l\i-,.~ M~~tu-. 

The fire burst the house and let it slam flat down, puffing out skirts of spark and smoke. 
~nSQ'(}~ ➔ tAMI ~ ~rir ··.5of": (Q\11'\ " 

q~ C?,6 ~In the kitchen, an insta~f5re t~r~in of firefand timber, the stove could be seen making ~i6f ~Fr 
~ !7'P/4~~ breakfasts at a sycho athic rate, ten dozen eggs, six loaves of toast, twenty dozen bac01~ striJ?s, / i!.~tf;ll 
q.:;lc.-il½~--'l which, eaten by fire, started the stove working again, !}ysterically hissing! i,. 1.. .... e,h.?> 11 s19~ ;ff-~ r't4

1'V 

>Q,,/4--'.1 Ce 17000ma~e1Q. ·~ ~ Uflrc., f(l('A. -)"'w ~h~\ c~ 1 
~S;,< "'tP The 5rc15h. The attic smashing into kitchen and parlour. The parlour into cellar, cellar into sub~r.~ V'er~- 

'<t<i5, Deep freeze, armchair, t taECS, circuits, beds, and all l~cll,torthrown in a cluttered mound Se~k~~ 
~ deep under. bo.,r ~ "\ ~ ._, '\ ~ ) 

e -:rv .. ,ftehnolor1 u 9'7~l fke.a.'t°Y' \I L ~csorc,e.r-eCJ ~ J?cr'_~,tt,, -- '1:J c;~TlOl'Z.(Ud - '\/ f'7e:' Smoke and silence. great quantity of smoke. .. .flM.f-h)\vy) vt cere,won,al 1 't111¥fedtat 
"6e~- u, 1.\ \-" ~ ie).t? e!Mfh~>S-t 
~howe fa~ in the east. Among the ruins, one wall stood alone. Within the wall, a last a~I v01ce said, over and over ag~, even as the sun rose to shine upon the heaped rubble 

~ ~nds~am:W JccJ ~~naless ~Gle 
( I (?);'II ( .;;:, 

· "Today is August 5, 2026, today is August 5, 2026, today is ... " r-==- 
even 1tv1"th 

deJ}yit c!<(JV! 
fYl(;f Oh ,r--e, 

,-s c(IAel~s 
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