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The' Fall of the House of Usher

N (1839) First ?agt. | x 5353"'9
Edgar Allan Poe LPG\'-’“QHC Faliwj

»quotation at Shart of book -

V2
WALZ, '
‘ - Y-\ Son coeur est un luth suspendu; mn is.

2 PN an L‘) k) Sitot qu’on le touche il résonne. Mu‘mo A

oy ) o (P ) tme OF O onp |
3 St Do ponger <7 “Tand sleey
§1 B Poc oftten refs. neavea/nell .
£ During the whole of a dull, dark, and goundless day in the of the year, l_vz’}'len the
% ) clouds hung oppressively low in thI had been passing @loney on”horseéback,
2 { through a singularly dreary tract of country; and at length found myself, as the(shades
g

ol

how it was — but, with the first glimpse of the building, a sense of insufferabl directsd

%<& Pervaded my spirit. I say insufferable; for the feeling was unrelieved by any of that half- 5*':"‘;‘;'3
;;,?,Z/plveasurable, bec.ause poetic, sentiment, with \.Nhi;c’}&‘grlsﬂmind usually receives even the
%% Sternest natural images of the desolate or terrible. I looked upon the scene before me —

(dritcih
% upon the mere i ndscape features of the domain — upon thelble gmaca.we
X house, and the simple lac dscape f Q}_‘ E

archs mss-U -
%‘QJ\?—IS—WH Ws —Cupon & Tew) rank 2}2(’{ upon a few >3-00usy

k r'v[»ohite trunks o ec.ayed trees wit&;l‘n Jter 9%’{65%93 ng %03% &/Picﬂ I can compare 'E{’f&‘:é-"
A%, 0 10 earthly sensation more prop%?ly than’[OQhe afterdrearn of the teveller upon (Opium) Aiahtynare
40;“,5; t}}e bitter lapse into everyday life — the hideous dropping off of the veil. There was ,1'.224.\‘5 ;
R4 _1ciness, a sinking, a sickening of the heart — an unredeemed dreariness of thought
_Whlch no goading of the imagination could(torture}into ﬁ'g" 1t 0F the sublime. What was

It - L Bau(s'ed to thmggwa?%oﬁﬁner\féa me in the contemplation of the

R O+ D I gtr ol e
) pon me as I pondered. I was forced to fall back upon the
UnSaUsfactory conclusion, that while, beyond doubt, there are combinations of very simple
?at“ra] objects which have the power of thus affecting us, still the analysis of this power
' among considerations beyond our depth. It was possible, I reflected, that a mere m“f?""f'
Hifferen; arrangement of the particulars of the scene, of the details of the picture, would | pilosaphieal

. tSUfﬁcient to modify, or perhaps to(annihilai@)its capacity for sorrowful impression; and, |eieAnfee iy
Cl

. Re
gmg"‘“

: Wig
g upon this idea, I reined my horse|to the precipitous brink of a black and l%gg tar i
deoth Sheep 5 Pa ™e
dﬂshﬁ(_‘“‘z o, (,‘Z’:an,
Iy fe, 1

‘ Forey; "T:ﬁ;?i; deak, '

:( O
<' of the evening drew on, within view of the melancholy House of Usher. I know not unende ™%
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| that lay i unruffled lustre by the dwelling, and gazed down — but with a shudder ¢
- .. . v 5 ~ . = = . . ‘ l Ven
more thrilling than before — upon the remodelled and inverted images of the gray sedge
5 h

|
I
o
and the ghastly tree-stems, « e vacant and eye-li ' ' S
i 0 y tems. and the vacant and eye-like windows. AT Srod of

Zitis,

<.
AL
)
AP Nevertheless. in this mansion of gloom I now proposed to myself a'sojournyof some ./
2% e weeks Its proprietor, Roderick Usher, had bec | dood % ”)0 e
v‘i\Q’?-JU' proprietor, Roderic sher, had been one of my b&on companions in
"‘1 P boyhood: but many years had elapsed since our last meeting. A letter, however, had
?Q’;; ‘(:(7x’lz1.lcl)' r.eached me in a distant part of the country — a letter from him — which, in its
. :",'-;,_ “¢ wildly importunate nature, had admitted of no other than a personal reply. The MS. gave
3,{‘( .;’},Q’glidcncc of‘ncrvpys ugilaligll.(j;l}; writer spoke of acute bodily illness — of a§m§ntaT
. S“:”q M@_@J‘ ’.whlch Oppresse ) ],“cm .",.;;:,il]"&-"ﬂ'.‘,f‘l‘,,C;“'DCE}..EIfﬁ;i“3, to see me, as his best, and _
o R ’?‘md-ccd his only personal (1‘10@’,‘ mrﬁ f;“vaxng of }zlttekmpt'ng,kby the cheerfulness of my ‘5 7 -
,é\“?:z'a, ;;,somely. some. alleviation of I]is;\glq_l_z‘lii}_/, t“was the manner in which all this, and much :’; W
& V?_} l 311101‘@. was said — it was the apparent heart that went with_his request — which allowed prk
"€ U lack me no room for hesitation; and I accordingly obeyed fo%hwictﬁ what T still considered as <

Q

.':;_b”ﬁ(;elcv iingular ’ﬁmnmongi',?g:’;’,‘j, (ackof Lriendinp: ,,.1155’[._’.‘"’*‘2 ) | > %

Y,;41$(7Ed..att;Altllougl1. as boys, we had been even mtlmate@ssﬁg_c_lg‘te's) et I really knew little of =3

<_ mare, my friend. His reserve had been always excessive and hat:ffgz%jl was aware, however, < \'f
7./ that his very ancient family had been noted, time 6’13”6}”’11‘{1{{'3, for a peculiar sensibility

Ye {Mmq of temperament, displaying itself, through long ages, in many works of exalted art, and "=
¥, ‘A i manifested, of late, in repeated deeds of munificent yet unobtrusive charity, as well as in

b
\n",walf . . . . .
t. .’o,{_,‘ﬂf a passionate devotion to the intricacies, perhaps even more than to the orthodox and
I had learned, too, the very remarkable <

:;"s ke 4 Seasily recognisable beauties, of(musical science
""':'f""(JC/‘?«’fact, that the stem of the Usher race, all time-honoured as it was, had put forth, at no AN
FO'{:-‘?-"’;‘ period, any enduring branch: in other words, that the entire family’ﬁ?i\h“fﬁéfdi‘fé’c’t'liieﬂ ‘

bt ,,c?‘(’l’ of descent, and had always, with very trifling and very temporary variation. so lain.\It 2;
Nol® 7 }( was this deficiency, I considered, while running over in thought the perfect keeping of the | 2
N \'; character of the premises with the accredited character of the people, and while |
rab & speculating upon the possible influence which the one, in the long lapse of centuries. -

Saen W04

A

""9 &"3

—

en

.'Tncc;} th might have exercised upon the other —.it was this de.ﬁciency, perhaps, of 'collaterzﬂ.iSSLLe. :
P (g;"(“ and the cqnsequent undeviating tl.‘al’lSIT‘ll‘iSSlOn, from sire to son, of the qutgr{li)nylwufg :h: : T

gwﬁ? b name, which haq, at length,' SO 1den§\1£1vg‘d .the two as‘ to merge the 01’1g1nld 't1t e 101' - ¥

‘::L:’;Q‘ ? estate in the quaint and equivocal appellation of the ‘House of U§her — an appe dt‘l ; ot

&) ) which seemed to include, in the minds of the peasantry who used it, both the family and; ;f

& U the family mansion,—=»nevFe @ &edecick Ushes are  ThiQ Hinkad- .

,(d' [ have said that the sole effect of my somewhat childish experiment'— that of §

pression. There g

7‘a.(. g looking down within the tarn — had been to deepen the first singular impressic e
. can be no doubt that the consciousness of the rapid increase of my superstition - tor :

(Urnked g w3 & : . , o itself. Such, 1
Yerroc y should I not S0 _term it? — served mainly to accelerate the increase 118 DHE

s /mado:ﬁ% long known, is the paradoxical law of all sentiments having terror as d basis. |

it might have been for this reason only, that, when I again uplifted my eyes (0 the houi% o,

itself, from its image in the pool, there grew in my mind a strange fancy — 4 tancy _’O

ridiculous, indeed, that I but mention it to show the vivid force of the sensations whlrclh o

f ‘oppressed)me. I had so worked upon my imagination as really to believe that abOUthte; ¢

.V’:ZULQM- whole mansion and domain ther@ an atmosphere peculiar to themselves and ¢ |
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U v \ Al
N arys ok OV /
1}.’,_7\7 g J ,ﬁ,\(((\cr - q’ H‘LG,I ‘tll‘(\;f the House of (Jsl;cr d il
1148 5!"‘\‘4 , / Y \ (’1/
7 C}L ﬂt\ \] xsi\’? ./ /{n "r 0/’1 ')r

% diate vicinity/— an llmo\phtm whleh had no dltuut with the air of heaven, hut 2
imme . -
which ha((rul\ed\up from the decayed trees, and the gray wak ane- tcm silent tarn) , us?
ptxtzlcnl and mystic \apom dlllk \lrggglsh faintly discernible’ rm(l";lccm n huead .i /'M\h"‘;m
aking off from m\ spuu I\ hat Jnust) havc bccn a (heam I sc&nﬁcd m(?)rc narrowry
l\t the real aspect ol she, hu{dm(Y His® plapuul tca\tuu “seeméd ©'be that of an excessive ’ '

‘,A-, .

.
Q' mmqum TKe dl\eold‘ldllml of ages ha( l)ecrl' 01eat MmutWergpreaddﬁ]e Whole | o hife

elfloz.r\/

&u»

e L"(\
- anct e\tenot hanom0 in a fine tangled wel) work hom the eaves:—Yet all th1s waz apartkl?ﬂom t
X AV ~ s OO (A
an\ extraordinary ’dlldpldatr(ﬂ l\f ton of the masonry had fallen;’ 74nd [Yhere 4 appeared ", e ,)

\

¢ to be a wild inconsistency between its stlll perfect adaptatlon of parts, and the crumbling — £7-

P

T af condition of the individual stones. ln th1s there yas much that reminded me of them" ;‘,’ e

> e i f /.,’

% “Specious Ji ltota 1ty ol Qld wood WCTE‘\‘X/lﬁgh has 10tted orvlong years in some neglected H,uo O ¥
~ Ak

2 1€ \
tc . \—il_ll[;- witl ith ndqdlsturbante ‘f}tom the l)leath of the ‘extermal air. Beyond this indication of 7' luness
& ] & WC ry =
S extensive. decay, howevér, the ST oave “fiftte tokenooc 1nstab1l1ty Perhaps the eye o'ff_a% /,.::M’ -
- \, r avs »
» 7 gcrutinising observer might have discovered a barely® Rercephble fi ssurej which, xtendmg P

from the roof of the building in front, made its way down the wall in a z1gzag direction, ‘;p'r :
i b L] 48 ]
until it became lost in the (sullen waters of the tarn. ”A;V‘f}vp% ? ,.2 'fwr’”t pUCH ia

Noticing these things, I rode over a short causeway._ to. the house servant m A
waiting took my horse and I entered the Gothic archway otathe hall. A valet of/f
stealthy step, thence conducted me, in silence, thl;_(‘) M%h manx‘dark and intricate passage y5eY AP

v
‘ »/*ﬁ';f ? *_

in my progress to the studio, ofﬁh1s master. Mutj1 that ¢ encountered on the way 2 ’:;j}{
contributed, I know not how to helohten the vague sen?1men{u‘(’)f which I have already {° . " 551 VC /
spoken. While the objects around me - while the carvings of the ceilings, the sombre ‘01? ;:,4
tapestries of the walls, the ebon blackness of the floors, and the phantasmagoric armorial * < 'df ,;,/ _
trophies which rattled as I strode, were but matters to which, or to such as which, I had "fi‘

been accustomed from my infancy — while I hesitated not to acknowledge how familiar At of
} was all this — I still wondered to find how unfamiliar were the fancies which ordlnaryn e
&

images were stirring up. On one of the staircases, I met the(physici of the farml ac'r( &
' }n’mgled express10n'€hf lowhe descn ,+ s

¥« countenance, I thought, worda unmn and p dli)erp ex1ty DA sphaf
o
e with trepidation and passed on. The-gl open a door and F_EGT)),‘
outieS
‘ me into the presence of his master. X -
F".‘;y. The room in which I found myself was very large and lofty The windows were U< her

10ng, narrow, and pointed, and at so vast a.distance from the black oaken oor s to be «UShe
altogether inaccessible from. w1th1n0c|E gl%gleams of 1 rna é‘ felg‘ Way;, ke-f\':,ff
Lhroum trellised panes, and served to render sufficiently distinct the ‘more pr’o?mnenti,, Yo AU
objects around; the eye, however, struggled in vain to reach the remoter angles of the '@sa,,
chamber, or the recesses of the vaulted and fretted ceiling. Dark draperies hung upon .
the walls. The general furniture was profuse, comfortless] ant1qu€ *\nd(Tattere y'u B
books and musical instruments lay scattered about, but failed to give any Q“‘m}lﬂ%’ qu,:gpgam
Scene. [ felt that I breathed an atmosphere of sorrow. An air of stern, deep, Veren gy,
NG lwr{ @ over and pervaded 3—1]\>0r£m;% atrmosplere e {krmq" ‘t Sa
"79,;\ Upon my entrance, Usher arose from a sofa ga/ 1cm lfad been lying at full > ¢, \'
/ length) and greeted me with a vivacious warmth ath which had much in it, I at ﬁ st thought, '

(C of an Wy — of the constrained effort of the man ot he world.
7QQ A glance, however, at his countenance, convinced me of his perfect sincerity. We sat

-,

o, ‘
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down: and for some moments, while he spoke not, I gazed upon him with a feeling hajf
of pity, half of a Su1ely man had never before so terribly altered, in so brief a period,
po Nﬁﬁs had Rodenek Ush t(,wtm with difficulty that I could bring myself to admit the
Ufe ¢/ identity of the wrm\'bewl before me with the eompamop of iy earl"y b(lyh()()d Yet the

()

XClayn, ; character of h]\ face had been at all times remarkable.” A eadaverf)usness of com-
plexmn an eye large, liquid, and luminous beyond eompdnson hps somewhat thin and -
very pallid. but of a surpassingly beautiful curve; a nose of : a dehcate Hebrew m()del but's
with a breadth of nostril unusual in similar formations; a Fnely moulded d)fﬁ ‘speakingy, .
in its want of prominence, of a want of moral energy; hair of a more than( Web/J(e
softness and tenuity; these features, with an inordinate expansion above the remons of
the temple, made up altogether a countenance not easily to be forgotten. And now in the ,'.7;‘
mere exaggeration of the prevailing character of these features, and of the expression -
they were wont to convey, lay so much of change that I doubted to whom I spoke.
The now ghastly pallor of the skin, and the now miraculous lustre of the eye, above all
things startled and even awed me. The silken hair, too, had been suffered to grow all
unheeded, and as, in its wild gossamer texture, it floated rather than fell about the face,

I could not, even with effort, connect its Arabesque expression with any idea of simple
. humanity.

‘b‘)O‘\ In the manner of my friend I was at once struck with an incoherence — an
M ~nconsistency; and I soon found this to arise from a series of and futile struggles
d&; ojovercome an habitual trepidancy 25T éxeesswem For something of
M@IS ngture I had indeed been prepared, no_less by his letter, than by reminiscences of
’.,\)“n certzfm boyish( tralts)ﬂ;nd by coLnEcﬂ'u%éons dem from his pecuham/g%//s\ll—c[:al confomtfmon J«

and temperament. His action was alternately vivacious Tand/ sulleny His' ¥6ice A varled

T avdor-rapidly from a tremulous indecision (when the animal splnts?ee;ﬁea utte?ly 1 abeya
cnd crassto that species of energetic concision — that abrupt, weighty, unhurried, and hollow—
SPan oy sounding enunciation — that leaden, self-balanced and perfectly n modulated’“ﬁuttura

dny utterance, which may be observed in the lost drunkard, or the irreclaimable/eater ot 5

' .ﬁl :
opium; unng“tﬂe"‘engfi &t Mis most intense excitement. S& c"QS-’“‘r & N£ } o Qf‘
R e AT O,

8% Cx s
It was thus tat 'he g‘f)Old~ of fhe OBJect of my visit, of hlS earnest deS1re to see me,

and of the solace he expected me to afford him. He entered, at some length, into what -
he conceived to be the nature of his t vcv%mssaid, a constitutional and a
family evil, and one for which he despaired to find a remedy—a mere nervous affection.
he immediately added, which would undoubtedly soon pass off. It displayed itself in a
host of unnatural sensations. Some of these, as he detailed them, interested and

bewildered me; although, perhaps, the terms, and the §eneral manner of the narratlon.vf
had their weight. He suffered much from a (morbid 2CUTEHSE %ot the senses: the most pE
: nsipid foo yas lone endurable; he could d wear only garments of certain texture: the\ 3¢
! odours of all ere l. his eyes weleLortugeaj‘By &ven a faint light: and|¥F
‘doom Mbgbere were bu iar Jsounds, and these from strmg—ea instruments, which did notlj.'*:
‘aw}m inspire him with horror. 'd,tS@ahL “"ﬂ%‘%ﬂ% and W/\-’(;v:;/\j =
. ’w:u VY  To an anomalous spemes ol terrbr mb jagen, slave( T shall pe LSTD said \53
> he, ‘I must perish in this deplorable folly. Thus thus, nd'notncherwme shall[T be lost -f'—é
I dread the events of the future not in themselves, but in thehesults [ shudder at the »
” ot na W?,cmn sty : Y
AISGQBQ (4 wiy 1 frows ‘4., dnoeﬂab\ I’C>S vmsﬂ‘/pehsk % ¥
) whw“lb Ky o f camse p ) S",ﬁ%ﬁ};ﬂﬁ .
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The Fall of the House of Usher 9

(hought of any, even the most trivial. incident, which may operate upon this intolerable
qoitation of soul. T have, indeed. no abhorrence of danger, except in its absolute effect

~

) . ﬁaﬁm .(,i/. . .
sooner or lateg grive when Lmust abandon life and reason together, in some struggle
‘ ’1’1("""\ : ‘ "*'f.rbod;" :

T NFr S PR

. 1 - I, p; ;
with the g_‘l‘ﬂe J%l Vn,’- “EA ‘%\ X
[ Jearned. mbreover, at-intefvals, and

O

v

T
_in terror. In this unnerved — in this pitiable condition — I feel that the period will 377

D € ot b 0k 9 C|aAS
s : howse O =y

! 1 il 2 Ags Yy,
W ,'jlf G~ A7 }-j(‘zj'l -4

-
AR WA ol ) ). . 3 i )
through broken an(‘i(_ggl,&vpcal hlnts/ﬁnogtb?‘g o rouse

e

) I‘,p’
trp

. L . P s is SracK, 2oryed Y 2
sinoular feature of his mental condition. He was lenchamed‘;by certain superstitious @
< e . . i . f‘”‘"'*—a.(;sﬁn% S - ‘mp&'M',Q’.f;‘-;ur-w r—— S\ y AN/
(SR impressions in regard to the dwelling which he(tenantedy and whence, for many years, swof’
\. > - - - C N1 M - - C o AT s - 5\
[ ' er ventured forth — in re '1}(1 to an influence wh .‘e@ sititiousforce was
> ,,‘7( he had never ventured gard to an i > Whos Y LY

AFWNg do SQU . )
¢ re:staledl— an influence which some

~ convevyed in terms too Sh'ddOWy/here {c
J . 3 [ :“ \«‘..“,v‘\_?moltatar

(
>y
NP

T <3 ol ber
A *g) walls and turrets, and of the dim tarn into which they all looked down, had, at length,

¢

brought about upon the morale of his existence. e

He admitted, however, although with hesitation, that much of the peculiar gloom
which thus afflicted him could be traced to a more natural and far more palpable origin
_ to the severe and long-continued illness — indeed to the evidently approaching
dissolution — of a tenderly beloved sister — his sole companion for long years — his last
and On]ydfﬂg,t,lr\é? gn earth. H?e& ecegse, he said, with a bitterness which I can never

LT . MYSISieSS,. L ng . i ; . A
':§, peculiarities 1n the mere form and substance of his family mansmr']tjmg, by dint ofl% wa

ufferance, he said. obtained over his spirit — an effect which the{ﬁiysique of the gray mj/gnj .

a i'.'.:’-y. -

St ps

hosr—LiR2

forget, *would leave him (him thilropelessm“fhe frail) the last of the 21@11_01_6@%%065 sha

the Ushers.” While he spoke, the lady Madeline (for so was she called) passed slowly rea/l;;
&x’s

through a remote portion of the apartment, and, without having noticed my presence,
disappeared. I regarded her with an utter astonishment not unmingled with dread — and ¢2¢?

yet I found it impossible to account for such feelings. A sensation of stupor(oppressed) 4!

succumbed (as her/l}?:ﬂ]ueﬁoq

— H ‘ :
@would be seen by_ me no Mmore. doichomf?,“"“f"'“ .?uspic:‘oug"/ §.€° retl .‘(;110 ™
% For several days ens%ng‘,ober name was unmentioned by either Usher or myself: and

during this period [°was busied in %'a‘l’r"rifést epdeavours to allevials ‘the melancholy of my

5 friend. We painted and read to ethelq; hec

: Jor rfigiened, [s if in a dream) to the wild
Improvisations of his (speaking glmgr?*A d thus, as a closer and still closer intimacy
v,_ / admitted me more unreservedly into the recesses of his spirit, the more bitterly did 1
N perceive the futility of all attempt at cheering a mind from which(darkness))as if an

07aph moves pam noppiness b ¥ Tpp repeatt

Un —clotying (9(00)»1{%0/)5' ( ) has]

y

us Wocrmahon, = he is“mogd, 3 @ not. trustivey Fis <
me’at night with inexpressible agitation) to. 'fhejz’_g '%’-@:

prostrating power of the(destroyer})and 1 learned that the glimpse I had obtained of her Lo s
= d,?"{ > oo =% c
person would thus probably be the last should obtain — that the” lady, @t least while~Ygh, Aét"a’
/

up

-B‘
e ae;« s
=

P34

- -
me, as my eyes followed her retreating steps. When a door, at length, closed upon her,”’ przdbas 3 ;

§5§s

/‘;: ‘g? my glance sought instinctivel} and eagerly the countenance of the brother — but he had

é : ?‘bune his face in_his hands, e?n‘g' could only perceive that a far more than ordinary M(_):,,
T 30 :errl:ess had overspread the emaciated fingers througsllk\;v*}‘l‘ﬁh glc,_ljlggnlzf 56““0?,,, ¢

g - . Susgess obher Jeive of rei. 0% U3 firdy goup MO )
v The disease of the lady Madeline had long baffled the skill of her physicians. A - bu(\ev
K, é settled apathy, a gradual wasting away of the person, @gd frequent although transient d{:f.;\i,
3 Q‘-El%ct\—i%nszg’zt/h;‘afﬁW@aleptical—characteﬁawere‘k?heg'urﬁisual diagnosis. Hitherto she <. 7
‘§§ had stea{’gily ornéh fff'a/gainst the pressure of her malady, and had not betaken herself ?"im
5\¢ finally to bed; but, on the closiﬁg in of the evening of my arrival at the house, she g;—‘&.’”,

i
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Ins

mherent posm.ve qualjty; P%u{r?d dgrt]; }J‘Pon all objects of the moral and physical universe p
in one unceasing radlathllgf_ tloom. , pedte 3
_ [ shall ever bear about me a memory of the many solemn hours I thus spent al -/}
.Wlth the master of the House of Usher. Yet I should fail in any attempt to conve . g :
idea of the exact character of the studies, or of the occupations, in which he invo}llvzz ”
me. or led me the way. An excited and highly distem ered ideality threw a/fs"uipﬁgr’eo‘&.(i&
lu§t1‘e over all. His long ixnprovised@’i'?@qw'ili';‘ci'hrgj\ forever in my ears. AmfﬁOng‘Jd’tH‘e\rJ*;
lf_lmgs. I hold painfully in mind a certain singular perversion and amplification of the wnld,z
g2 At ofthe st waltz of op,Webet, From. e penins e Yngl Ay LGl
by i grew, touch by ‘touch, into(vaguenesses, at ‘ﬁ’,hl,Ch Y shuddered the
2¢,Y “more thrillingly, because I shuddered knowing not why; — from thése paintings (vivid as

’\m . D« " R . .
e , htheir images now are before me) 1 would in vain endeavour to educe more than a small
By the utter

“'ffag.ortic.m. which should lie within the compass of merely written words.
51mp11c1ty,.by the nakedness of his designs, he arrested and overawed attention. If ever
mortal painted an idea, that mortal was Roderick Usher. For me at least — in the

circumstances then surrounding me — there arose out of the pure abstractions which the

r \q - ‘h-/ﬁ . ) : . 1
X & ylzg_c_hﬂqr_lgrlha_c_,contrlved to throw upon his canvas, an Intensity of intolerable awe, no
/<, 7 shadow of which felt I ever yet in the contemplation of the certainly glowing yet too

. 7%/ concrete reveries of (Fuseli. gm:ﬂ'\er:nf: \Virﬁxcf\:i’ /g’;‘fig e e I S~ eephly
~.2 One of the phantasmagoric conceptio/n's of my friend, pénakir;g not so rigidly of thé.,’:’.’f;’

;.%1 be shadowed forth, althoughdfceﬁepbl)g j_r}a\_ggg‘l;dgi A Eﬁmall{fylg_tjr% %

fgjaf ault op twnnel, With low” ¢

"
’

<
7o

e~

o I 't“‘ .ri .
V| spirit of abstraction, .

‘r:vu/‘.\( {4 = -~
vt i qpresented the ingerior of an [immensely mand Jgetan .
C b et T adiny Fgee =" Comsrndga - o
N " walls, smooth, white, d without interruption or Jevice Cértain accessory points of the <7

lay at an exceeding depth £

pui&l /) design served well to convey the idea that this excavation

‘mpe » & below the surface of the earth. No outlet was observed in any portion of its vast extent. A %
Penety 5'.‘81—*———-———-#“”'*"‘7 ; . = N o > = Y
¢ "and no torch, or other artificial source of light was discernible; yet a(flood of intense rays ) &
urd e covif % . b ?naﬁnglaa(,,&,—f—fw-m-ﬁ_ﬂ ' 3
.59 61led throughout, and pathed the whole in a(ghastly and inappropriate splendour. 5

I have just spoken of that morbid condition of the auditory nerve which rendered all " &

music intolerable to the sufferer, with the exception of certain effects of‘gringed v

instruments. It was, perhaps, the narrow limits to which he thus Confined himselflupone,

the guitarf which gave birth, in great measure, to the fantastic character of his 7.
1d not be so accounted for. -

[ ( ) b P
perform?c{nce'?%.()q guﬁh‘@ facility of his impromptus cou 1 for. 7
e been, and were, in the notes, as well as in the words of h1s\y£1d/ .

If with rhymed verbal~, 2

They must hav
fantasias (for he not unfrequently accompanied himse aly
improvisations), the result of that intense mental collectedness and concentration t0 which %4,

I have previously alluded as observable only in particular moments of the highest artificial %<
excitement. The words of one of these rhapsodies I have easily remembered. 1 Was &
perhaps, the more forcibly impressed with it, as he gave it, because, in the under 0T 7%

mystic current of its meaning, I fancied that I perceived, and for the first time, a full =
pon her throne:

consciousness on the part of Usher, of the(tottering of his lofty reason u il
L The verses, which were entitled ‘The Haunted alace’) ran very nearly, if 10
i accurately, thus: 'T——~«f~~*~,
\%
. HO(/S c )(

Oshe 7
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4o
[Q%?r' oL ' S b pos?! vy
N VAC/{\,)?" In the greenest of our valleys, o 8 ef{-’ﬁv'{ v, /, Rodef’Zk

7 > T s '»v /},
,\gﬁ)’“ %@L - "OOdQﬂmnmled / (‘/u
V( j) ;Xﬁ'\-ﬂa Omc a fair and stately pdlacer—/r PO
gu“ﬁt‘ébjx’ ) Cﬁadmf’?‘i)dldce ,.' I Sﬁ.heda. P
i In the monmduzThOUOht 'S dominion — \\_«7 ,mage aﬁ (’L‘Q
TS ood there! ™= ,,;::‘.’:‘“"-—-’1':’“’ C;\;;:ﬂa . P OWFM! Ia A /
Uy (Pejctfgd ‘Never(ser ;a]) spread a monq vtf wf b ontro
A 2 1
;: Over fabric half so fair. oft ou‘ oiom\ hawse 'YQ/L o
kmh@ 1l ? f 4 aPSf\o Rode/yriu(
reahio” J/)afﬁff WEeO LS s,
Bdnnu\ yellow, 010110u>(330|delj,am AN -
On 1ts roof] did tloat and Ll_ow, (,(5 D /
(This — all this — was in the olden MELL[FLUO _—

: ex-Ye)
Time long ago)

- ,
And every gentle air that dallied, (once vpan & Fime) ’
- 5 “alsriet < goldén, {
In that sweet day, alteahnon j S ")50‘/’\ L
Along the( ra1n[i§££§)£)_.umed and - 5{‘0(% rer) e T -
ingedyodour went away fM FQCQ Ll m
defensive ; WU g A druraled 7
" vy ir 1 Ee e 2485 -~ ‘*
‘Wand that | \171 e ﬂ?rﬁw "O@blf S |
anderers jn that happy va 7 e
Through two(luminous w1\1<yows Sauws 2 e .

Spirits moving musncallywv‘ 2w enes 0(9?[ o t/t/)
bzw*%_ To a lute’s well-tune go(“q[;‘[ to disy Y
? Round about a throne, Where sittin WY)Q@Q, »}’D}fb
é%%;/ (a5 22
orphyrogene!) rOUR UA -
% f@f—%@ peein :

C\?n state his glory well befitting, ‘“”7()1 &JWU/P/{

The ruler of the realm was seen.

expensive, UAKWTow , TPlent,

v
LA
And all with/pearl and ruby glowing WJ/ [

weM=ordes Was the fair palace door, Ericolom ] reperition
Wgz Through which came flowing, flowing, ﬂowmg
m:

And sparkling evermore, Qnamw
””/gq‘ : A Zrooé)of Echoes whose sweet duty
as but to sing, -

In voices of surpassing beauty,
The w1t and w1sdom of their king.

3(0\\’17*& %(o(iﬁ hmgs, in robes of sorrow,” 21
0°° < Assailed the monarch’s high estate;
\3& a?a,\ (Ah, let us mourn, for never morrow
Q,\J\.L . Shall dawn upon him, desolate!)

e
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And, round about his home, the glory d(\{fcc'ﬁ, Nl
AT Vs

=) - That h]m bloomed £

A X 7 » S , = - ™
e ‘/ wd 4 o P gl varq\“ Is but a dim-remembered-story //{fﬁ/{ L 4 ﬁ ‘)
bl A A Pagiad™ Of the old timeg entombe& L codomasd [ —y .f//’,,
&0 Q) r}\ ¥ S S C (AN S,. § j.},”!,(ﬂ by L e
<< VI <F€3‘r”’.£‘> }’Tﬂ‘_,fagh L /{ C{:\‘ " /
h < /,// o

—

And travellers now within that Val]e r e
N W) esvdreus b

]
|

, (00

| <~ ’)O ) s . o y (

A) C (/)% Vast forms that move fantastically m,(/ﬂ vmog L

/ . . { A\ J i e i )
/Y ),/} /) ' a 4 {/ < _To a\discord: nl’melody;

AN S< Ty Ya it ;
CASino IR[— milks L (X aw Through the pale door, (
W00 e il hot ;—ﬁ/;égl’ A hideous_throng rush out forever, \

(’ Through thd red-littenfwindows, see ?
~—— : . \ M —:Jf/,,uv Y
/ While, like a rapid ghastly river, [/ )
(N \-\\ﬂgﬁaugh — but smile no more. ) /

g /
S, N Jei : - bl
Cln Ha t,,,,qluﬂw'ealxrcmember that suggestions arising from this ballad led us into a train of

lnaqy:»o Ak _*N‘gv) . .. , - .
werein there became mz_lmfest an opinion of Usher’s which I mention not so

 JY o ¢ S L
wmy, o-tOUght W

_E hold /Zmuch on account of its novelty (for other men have thought thus) as on account of the
r“fm =

(S
-4'. v

> o *; o> /ith which he maintained it. This opinion, in its general form, was that of the

0 A Yeleps - T ; . . : .

¢ “egentience)of all”vegetab thflylgg But, in his disordered fancy, the idea had assumed a
(£ mmore daring character—and treSpassed; under certain conditions, upon the kingdom of

2 morganisation. I lack words to express the full extent, or the earnest abandon of his

O ‘:;““"\ﬂ persuasion. The(Eeliet) however, was gognected /gsﬁ_l have previously hinted) with the

k- — ¢y g RE——— CAIThS . .
~“gray stones of the home of hiy forefathers, 'The conditions of the sentience had been
here. he imagined. fulfilled in the method of collocation of these stones — in the order of

\((

JkQ i . . J R

e‘tf) their arrangement, as well as in that of the man \g/’;:cch‘ BWSE}ér ad’”t,hem. and of
ﬂ‘a( . the decayed trees which stood around — above allin the’ long undisttrbed endurance of

the evidence of the sentiefice—= was to be seen, he said (and I here started as he
spoke). in the gradual yet certain sonidensation of an_atmosphere, of their own about the
waters and the walls. The result was discoverable, he added, in that silent, yet
importunate and terrible influence which for centuries had moulded the destinies of his
’( family, and which made him what I now saw him — what he was. Such opinions need

;?ﬁé“ Mo comment, and I will make none.”» <" FTHIeNGE ). i

v - ‘/ﬁ(‘ﬁf‘\?f\ a6 : . al
DI Bﬁ (BB_r__llggks — the books which/dor years, formed no small portion of the ment
(\f\"ﬂ O EXistence om; ight be supposed, in strict keeping with this
(dj 7 6 character of phantasm. We pored together over such works as the Verver! e{
(Q’ 3 : 2 hell . . | Hell of

X Chartreuse of Gresset; the Belphegoz\gf\, ach}a\;ggl;_the Heaven and Het
e - Subterranean Voyage 0? RicholasKlimm by Holberg: [he'
S hadww?Chiromancy Yf Robert Flud, of Jean D’Indaginé, and of),’D)q 11,10Ch21mb.f€l the J"”m_‘;

> i . . i 2 L 9SO 3

& into-theBtiie Distance of Tieck; and the City of the Sun of Camfaa%@ One favour!

265 £~ SIACUL Oo\b. . h Dominican
% 2, yolume was a small( octavo}dmon of the Directorium Inquisitorum, by the

. ; . ; rican
ymeric de Gironne; and there were passages in Pomponius Mela, about the old c[l\tlr'loh[
- delight.

{Z/F this arrangement, and in its/reduplicatiop) in the still waters of the tarn. Its evidence —

.

v

Satyrs and ZAgipans, over which Usher would sit dreaming for hours. His Chi€.t g
k 1n gt

however, was found in the perusal of an exceedingly rare and curious boo
Pl andiiiinliian™

C\"H ANTAIMAGOR (car
W\
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| b for e I UMM,
Gothic — the manual of a forgotten church — the; Vigilicl Mortuorum) secundum

Chorum Ecclesice Maguntine. Vi o( Dearn
I could not help thinking of the wild ritual of this work, and of its P,robab]e influence-.. . |
: k22 TAES S e

A
e

upon the hypochondriac. when. one evening, having ’ih‘f;(.)“l:l;la\"{]:]e? "é‘ll{[’i‘i'dﬁt(lyjthatu‘tpﬁé'“fady distpte 0 |
 Madeline(wasmo more] he stated his intention of preserving hef corpse for a fortnight fJ/JE; u;)//k;(
o | (previousr')T to its final interment), in one of the numerous vaults within the main wa]lsgf;//,",g’q i fa‘j—(
the building. The worldly reason, however, assigned for this singular proceeding, was one ! 5?

’ which T did not feel at liberty to dispute. The brother had been lec ,6o,h:‘ l;esolution (so 9
= he told me) by consideration of the ‘unusu{ﬂ_g]’wiip’@ﬁﬁ%?%{fﬁllaj}/ olrf) &“’deceased, of Jj
certain obtrusive and eager inquiries on the part of her medical men, and of the remote i

and exposed situation of the burial-ground of the family. I will not deny that when I %?
Mkallcd to mind the sinister countenance of the person whom I met upon the staircase, on 3
'V,f’.; the day of my arrival at the house, I had no desire to oppose what I regarded as at best ‘ fi/ ‘

O buta harmlcss;:;h_ll(L by no means an unnatural) precaution.

i‘}mjAt the request of Usher. T personally aided him in the arrangements for the Thid h i
i 2L (4L ney

|

temporary Eﬁmnbj@ﬁﬁ The body having been encoffined, we two alone bore it to its :

%iu_res,l. he vault in which we placed it (and which had beenyso long uno ened that our 8
Gael {orches, half!’éiﬁfﬁered)n itsobﬁf’e?sﬂ_—@/\r?ztl%loo‘lsp QTé”’g‘{’v% Us littlg"'i)éportunity for rdc&“,
~*A Anvestigation) was small. damp. and entirely without dj}gmwﬁaﬁm for lighl;)lyviggl.,;’/"zf(; <
*’b, at great depth. immediately beneath that portion of the building in which was my own Fa;,\ﬁqq’
;@apartmem; It had been used, aL)_;)zll‘G:l]tly. in remote feudal times, for the worst </

- MM pr e Nl - o B
.~ purposes of addonjon-keep andt in"later (jays. as a place of deposit for powder, or some
tortowg

3/ other highly combustible, substance, as a portion of its floor, and the whole interior of a 3
"ﬂ—/ﬁ_—}\—\“"“‘a xplosive, dOA™ALroAS . 5 .
~ \long archway through which &€ Teached 1¢-Weré carefully sheathed with copper. The
f’gj door, off massive;iroﬁ’:‘L Rad been, also, similarly protected. Its immense weight caused an
P % unusually sharp grating sound, as it moved upon its hinges.
lg %; Having deposited our mournful burden upon tressels within this region of horror, we
I i id of offin, and Ipoked upon the face of
-4 Eartlally turned a.51‘de thg ygt U“wyfg{,}'vd rootu[shneﬁ? 3{1‘ ty}c,iwo Ipon. 0
)312.( the tenant. A/striking) similitude” between the brother and sister now flrst{arrested’my
{a ®/attention: and Usher. divining, perhaps, my thoughts, murmured out some few words
from which I learned that the deceased and himself had been twins, and that sympathies
of a scarcely intelligible nature had always existed between them. Our glances, however,
rested not long upon the dead — for we could not regard her unawed. The disease
which had thus entombed the lady in the maturity of youth,.had left, aS;,LJ,SL{Z}l in &IVL(“.M’ -
maladies of a strictly cataleptical character, the mockery of a fain{’blus orpthe bospm "k
153 oﬁ.ivt — ; : 3 . e Yo( @
and the face, an&tﬁat’g{us{plclousl lingering smile upon the lip”Which™1s"so terrible in
Al ... § . .
death. We replacgg'gﬁd sctewed down the lid, and, having secured the door of iron,”
made our way, with toil, intojfhe scarcely less gloomy apartments of the upper portion of
1) > = qﬂs fe' re~,€A"
the house. (’,laus’rf‘ophobso‘ n daange J -
e A ] . W O S W n & “Pu -
And now, some days of bitter grief hav1pg elap§ed, an obsevr\ﬁblg &h*z_m%e} Oﬁayrp&g%/ﬁ& N ﬁ-fu
the features of the mental disorder of my friend. Hl?arlelt lél‘g)vamshed. 1S > 7 &
ordinary occupations were neglected or forgotten. He roamed from chamiber to chamber e 5
witlf hitiried; unequal, and objectless step. The pallor of his countenance had assumed, if g
possible] a more|ghastly hue — but the luminousness of hi@had utterly gone out. The

\-P, ( = \ -
ANKOUSY 5kl Dimage of Sheant [iR1es
Few "\5/1;\5*}015.{\«}: ) harje 1S g q\ém wl’h}ﬁ\ej\:

——Y
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2~
once occasional huskiness of his tone was heard no more: and a t o f“

of extreme .ten'or. habitually characterised his utterance ’l‘i]érc v(vlcrr-cn'm“,)uS fuaver, g i

l-M"‘ ot I'thought h'1s unceasingly agitated mind was lahouriné with S()}ﬂgj‘”ﬁﬁyﬁﬂgcd, When

, maér\ﬂ/’ ivulge Wh.lCh he struggled for the necessary courage. At tirnc\'{_’l\“""pp ;W\/Clﬂcﬂ o

‘resolve all into the mere inexplicable vagaries of m;dness for ‘I,b(cid'rlnl’ h'W(ls O'bhged o

vacancy for long hours, in an attitude of the profoundest ‘a,ttcnti()n a: i(f “:T g o

C l_lllag111a_[);§9_q[)§1_ It was no wonder that his condition terriﬁed . tlhat itl 1;?6:'1% [(]) o

/bzea E:t c‘r'eepmg‘ upon 1‘ne, by slo'w. yet certain degrees, the wild influences ofiisn()e I

astic yet impressive superstitions. .

It was, esp.ecially, upon retiring to bed late in the night of the seventh or eighth da

o after fhe placing p_ng@yr Madeline within the donjon, that I experienced the fulyl

f’é,r : power of such feelings. Sleep came not near my couch — while the hours waned and
. - waned away. I struggled to reason off the nervousness which had dominion over me. f
§ndeavoured to believe that much, if not all of what I felt, was due to the bewilderiﬁo e
mﬂuence of the gloomy furniture of the room — of the dark and tattered draperiesc,cjﬁ
which, tortured into motion by the breath of a rising tempest, swayed fitfully to and fro -
upon the walls, and rustled uneasily about the decorations of the bed. But my efforts =

/ s _\ie'rc_i_ﬁu_irﬂess. An irrepressible _tremor gradually pervade frame; and, at length, there o
e U/:g sat upon my very heart anof tte?l’ %ﬁé%!?i %Ea@?ﬁa@@ﬂt@é”oﬁ with a /
. tf;e pillows, and, peering earndstly within fﬁ'@fs
~
)

gasp and a struggle, I uplifted myself upon
intense darkness of the chamber, hearkened — I know not why, except that an o

_-],‘OP instinctivw%l‘ompted me —ﬂ_}g@&&a&g low and(indefinit 'sguri.g'g \yhich came, %
o 0 thrgugh the pauses g}; 2P one intervals, T knew not whence. Overpowered by by
y)"' an intense sentiment of horror, unaccountable yet unendurable, I threw on my clotheg ot
ft X with haste (for I felt that I should sleep no more during the night), and endeavoured 0 2 S

q ’ arouse myself from the pitiable condition into which I had fallen, by pacing rapidly to e
,<, —~ Wﬁ the apartmen.t. . M/ m 54-:\{1{ | k:ﬁ
Cra L had taken but few turns in this manner, Yvhen a light step on a acyon’rmg staircase “73i

C _ arrested my attention. I presently recognised it as that of Usher. In an.mstant afterwar.d >
mo.’lo-lc he rapped, with a gentle touch, at my door, and entered, bearing a lamp. His 9
countenance was, as usual, cadaverouslf uf, moreover, there was a species qt 3

aine ia in his whole demeanour. His 3,

mad hilarity in his eyes — an evidently res d hyster
1 ’ g litude which I ha_Ei SO long’ \i

.- appalled me — but anything was preferable to the solit ‘ /
°P 4 lief2 NS (Ji‘ese,n_u, ¢S v

Al
N’éndured, and I even welcomed his presence as a re - 83
' t him for some

en it?” he said abruptly, after having stared abou :
Thus speaking.

\And you have not se : ’
%P#‘ roments in silence — ‘you have not then seen it? = but, stay! you shall d threw it
£~ and having carefully shaded his lamp, he hurried to one of the casements, &

5‘%

N freely open to the storm. . :

ACQ. ¢ nearly lifted us from our feet. It was, mde"jd'
and 18

. .
g’%?,\ of e _The impetuous fury of the entering gus : e .
e antnl sternly beautiful night, and one wildly smgul‘ar' in 1ts‘terrt(1) S ere

y hirlwind had apparently collected its force in our vicinity; for thet® ¢
ding density ©

e Pog N - - - et i i
rruih Trequent and-viotent alterations in the direction of the wind; and the excee ) did not

: s
r
ArSO e clouds (which hung so s ypon the turrets of the house) ‘ 1 all
: — i - R g ) i i I
—hkf)/elocity with whiC areering 10

2 ~ prevent th[Berceiving the life
qs:

#%had( Xﬂqd—fc CWM’VCQJ
bw/ -

e
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'poinls against each other, without passing away into the distance. | say that even their
/ exceeding density did not prevent our perceiving this — yet we had no glimpse of the
[ moon or stars — nor was there any flashing forth of the lightning. But the under surfaces

| of the huge masses of agitated vapour, as well as all terrestrial objects immediately "

| around us, were glowing in the unnatural light of a faintly luminous and distinctly visible 1+ y"p;;

| gaseous exhalation which hung about and enshrouded the mansion. dﬁ‘;\,?ﬂf‘ yor= :’lwfﬁ " 4

\\ “You must not — you shall not behold this!” said 1, shudderingly; to Usher/’?s [ led himl)ﬂ L7
5 \\'ﬂj}f}l‘“e violence, from the window to a seat. ‘These appearances, which bewilder - O®

< — : .
7 «you. are merely ‘electrical phenomena not uncommon — or it may be that the th -
A : Dy C e s ey [t may 58 "o g L

3 o —— e ANl aSont : . Q
;.\;97 ghastly origin in the rank dmasm?l{of 't‘lpe tarn.(tet u‘2 close this casement,/— the’%ur 1S ,3;[
<o = . — L SRR S
«2.chilling and dangerous to your frame. Here is_one-of your favourite romances. I will ¢
g = ) . ) . N : AN Hi"N b g N & At VK
7% read. and you shall listen; — and so we will/pass ‘away this’ t'rrly,e_ms t together..,?%
Mad/ Trist of Sir Launcelot ‘/56/
B — - - o 5 4

PO
’P\\_

A% The antique volume which I had taken“up-wast ! 0 [
‘-"-'-' Canning; but I had called it a favourite of Us er’s_more i}ysad ﬁ@an i fegrnest; for, ,.,, N i’
% in truth, there is little in its uncouth and unimaéfn‘atwenf)r-élixity whlcﬁ.f%g%ﬂd have had F’“":’@
interest for the lofty and spiritual ideality of my friend. It was, however, the only book -o)( . (//9
immediately at hand: and I indulged a vague hope that the excitement which now 24 Yol X
agitated the hypochondriac, might find relief (for the history of mental disorder is full of
similar anomalies) even in the extremeness of the folly which I should read. Could I
have judged. indeed, by the wild overstrained air of vivacity with which he hearkened,
or apparently hearkened, to the words of the tale, I might well have congratulated
myself upon the success of my design.

I had arrived at that well-known portion of the story where Ethelred, the hero of the e
Trist, having sought in vain for peaceable admission into the dwelling of the hermit,
proceeds to make good an entrance by force. Here, it will be remembered, the words
of the narrative run thus:

‘And Ethelred, who was by nature of a doughty heart, and who was now mighty ( (;o(cg ha -~ L
withal, on account of t}_le powerfulne/s)sglg)aivt\le’we &Vhwh( h&@adﬁc%rgp\}g;n, wa1t§d no ( &u—uv’
longer to hold parley with the\//’ hermily‘'who, 1n sooth, was of an obstinate and maliceful { MoQelire
turn, but, feeling the rain upon his shoulders, and fearing the rising of the fempesty ) proclki na
uplifted his mace outright, and, with blows, made quickly room in the plankings|of the (fa,wn —
door for his gauntleted hand; and now pulling therewith sturdily, he so cracked, and the Doy
ripped, and tore all asunder, that the noise of the dry and hollow—sounding\;vood ) » _
alarumed and reverberated throughout the forest.’ et Hol

At the termination of this sentence I started, and for a moment, paused; for it (o
appeared to me (although I at once concluded that my excited fancy had deceived me) ,"{7)? %

— it appeared to me that, from some very remote portion of the mansion, there came, cir %«i
indistinctly, to my ears, what might have been, in its exact similarity of character, the [/ Cq,,,,_. N '
i echo (but a stifled and dull one certainly) of the very cracking and ripping sound which Y
%% Sir Launcelot had so particularly described. It was, beyond doubt, the coincidence alone Cb%"' ;
% whmm; for, amid the rattling of the sashes of the casements, €5 \_t:j;,
( and the ordinary commingled noises of the still increasing storm, the sound, in itself, had e ‘
nothing, surely, which should have interested or disturbed me. I continued the story:

¢ Flaye

Q-

% > cakes
%/, | Jeem Hagealtea.
on ke
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: 4’ ‘But the i . :
ﬂol\ and amazoed figod chgmplon I?thehed, NOW entering within the door was so |
poal perceive no signal of the malicefy] hermit; but, in the ste, "¢ Crageg

i

R[S Cw> ra;gon of a scaly and prodigious demeanour, and of 2 fiery tongue, whi S;Cdd [hCrcof, a
m% s ¢tore a palace of gold, with a floor of silver; and upon the wall tl’1 - ; . N guard
cY A hining bra\lss with this legend enwritten — ere hung a shield o

fon
. | ho entereth herein, a conqueror hath bin:

C/Q‘KLm 0~./>£/7 $U6(J—U‘ o slayeth the dragon, thg shield he SE]dl;] win; SUPERNWKAL'
and Ethe':lred uplifted his mace, and struck upon the head of the drag

%‘. _l_)fi(_)_'r_g_h.im, and gave up his pesty breath, with a shriek soorFdand hz%rsh and witha
'Fb\l\ a@ so'plercn?g, that .Ethelred had fain to close his ears with his hands against t e dr:a]ctlfd}
P\/»-u . HOIiS_Ie of it, Fhe like whereof was never before heard.’ ‘3*”4'94 ”LQS dus U
o Jr ere again I paused abruptly, and now with a feeling of wild amazement — for there

could : .o ;
Q%OC.Y\ Wohuat dt')e "tf) dQUbt whatever that, in tf_ns instance, I did actually hear (although from
trection 1t proceeded I found it impossible to say) a low and apparently distant,

but harsh, protracted, and most unusual W oound — the exact

counterpart of what my fancy, had already/conjured up for T ’ shri
i ng(i — ykeon p tor thegrdragon’s unnatyral shriek
as described by the romancer. The ﬁﬂ'r . W&f p@ﬁ UNte

Oppressed, as | certainly was, upon the occurrence of the second and most “¥
extraordinary coincidence, by a thousand conflicting sensations, in which wonder and -
extreme terror were predominant, I still retained sufficient presence of mind to avoid
exciting, by any observation, the sensitive nervousness of my companion. I was by no
means certain that he had noticed the sounds in question; although, assuredly, a strange
alteration had, during the last few minutes, taken place in his demeanour. From a position
fronting my own, he had gradually brought round his chair, so as to sit with his face to

- ra_ the door of the chamber; and thus I could but partialy.‘ erceive his 3\?& es, although I
o i %%)9 JHi eac%'had dropped

b &Wﬁembbd as if he weremau .

W upon his breasT™ yet I knew_that he was not asleep, from the wide and rigid opening
of the eye as I caught a glance of it in profile. The motion of his body, too, was at
variance with this idea — for he rocked from side to side with a gentle yet constant and
uniform sway. Having rapidly taken notice of all this, I resumed the narrative of Sir
Launcelot, which thus proceeded:

‘And now, the champion, having escaped from the terrible fury of the drag(.)n‘
é: bethinking himself of the brazen shield, and of the breaking up of the enchantment whlcg
</ was upon it, removed the carcass from out of the way before him, and approachel.
;‘: valorously over the silver pavement of the castle to where the shield was upon the “{alr
2 which in sooth tarried not for his full coming, but fell down at his feet upon the silye

) . . . 5>30ungd Yake excENg epo
. floor, with a mighty great and terrible ringing sound.%? 57
thy ¢ R e T

No sooner had these syllables passed my lips, t
indeed, at the moment, fallen heavily upon a floor of silver — | became
distinct, hollow, metallic, and clangorous, yet apparently muffled reverberation.
unnerved, I leaped to my feet; but the measured rocking movement ?f Us
undisturbed. I rushed to the chair in which he sat. His eyes were bent fixedly -
him, and throughout his whole countenance there reigned a %)m,aydﬂy But, as [P

on, which fe|

%
%

aware of
Completely
her was
pefore

Curpee ke

—
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1y hand upon his shoulder, there came a strong shudder over his whole person; a
n 4
ickly smile quivered about his lips: and I saw that he spoke in a low, hurried, and wqu

1e murmur, as if unconscious of my presence. Bending closely over him, I at

O\Vﬂ'

oy -

\

»ibbering
ngth drank in the hideous import of his words.

‘Not hear it? — yes, I hear it, and have heard it. Long — long — long — many ‘°ﬂ E\O"
minutes, many hours, many days, have I heard it — yet I dared not — oh, pity me,
miserable wretch that T am! — 1 dared not —‘l,(lcued not speak! We have put her mcolon
living in the tomb! Said I not that my senses were acute? I now tell you that I heard also Jor
&m wbl‘ vements in the hollow coffin. I heard them — many, many days ago o} g
Q\_ vet 1 dared not Wnd now — to-night — Ethelred — ha! ha! —
< the breaking of the hermit’s door. an the death-cry of the dragon, and the clangour ofU'.St'mP,(’-
§ the shield! — say, rather, the rending of her coffin, and the grating of the iron hinges of == Ia‘(ﬂu'
her pnxon and her struggles within the coppered archway of the vault! Oh whither shall 3 ]
a{ ?» Will she not be here anon? Is she not hurrying to upbraid me for my haste? Have + ol
! "! he heard her footstep on the stair? D g&rst% c?] t(heavy and ﬁomﬁ beating Mbioy;
/D of her heart? MabpmaN!" — here he s ious y feet, and shrieked out his g g’} ‘?
C,E/Lv”ableb as if in the effort he wer MADMAN' [ TELL YOU THAT SHE ) J‘fn leS .

\\’EIANDS WITHOUT THE DOORP’ ho,ﬁ Lke (f'(C Lé (f(e, shalol, \9/;:;5 %
be

» SUP¥notuwia
rq;., As if)inr’the/Superhuman energy of h,l’S ut
o'fl Ay huoe antrquet”ol ich the_spet vlg(;,r e Aeax 9} oply,back,
upon the mstan their n erous Fiisie e‘f) jaws.glt éva;s\lélefw r Ag b[u,}

f ’B S & cas 0

& rﬁ%%ﬁ't t SMQV{S tan culofty and (ens oude§?1gure of%pe lady*haPower 5,
‘\EQ’ kMade ine. o’i jb!\ ' oty upon h her white robes, and {he ev1dence of some Falu of
1tter struggle upon every portlon f h% r emaciated _f;r me. For a mon}entm%e remaingd HOQA L

le

&ime —-"57

’_/)rembhng and reeling to and fro.upon the threshold, t E" R th a 1 moaning agq'™ iﬂ-
heavily inward upon the person ‘of hesan‘iln er v&)’lﬁn,t' apf W igna‘lh%e‘a vio ,2‘,%
;_-k agonies, bg_@m:@/t_hg_ﬂoor_a_eoqaﬁ and a vrgpt}m AL ¢ terrors e’w 31 ap"rc ”Pate}l 4 /7 J‘
ElS o From that chamber, and from that mansron “I fled ag ast % was, sti
53 Senall its - as I found myself.crossing the old causewa enlyuhere shot%g\loooénlo _bm.,:.':,m;j?, .
7. S5 the path a wild light, and 1 turned'to see whence a gleam so unusual could have issued; beauhife
i 'E§ or the x&wguse and its shadows were alone l;ehmd e. The fadiance] was that of the ‘f "“
-°n’:=. full, settm n‘mood red moon hqn‘(')"' Or‘fe \ a!y throu th t once bare S i o
¢ B g, 4 v*g IKI g (g Xe] ( /-yJ 3 x
£ ’7:' discernible fissure of which I have berre Spo “as extending from e roof of ‘the '° 6*
2 > §_burld1ng, in a zigzag direction, to the base. While ] vgazed this fissure rapidl wrde&red - LY
-i* there came a fierce breath of the wh1rlw1nd’: the entire orb of the sSatellltez Emsf’ at_o 7. ushes
-':;}‘. once upon my sight — my brain reeled as I sasv tﬁglqﬁlghty wzms rushing”asunder — Cnfvsk’m
g 2 there was a long tumultuous shouting sound like the voice of a thousand waters — and 9
the deep and d%% at my feet closed sullenly and silently over th tragments of the
‘House OF USHER’ v, - nstrovs
myste L la 55 Fragile 3 MAtieed
n%(r . hous/g Ogﬂ,.g ,{a‘Se ,S 90“(, 3 )F‘S
"7q 6"’4 d“CcA taun wAaM&W‘D
g Zt» 4% quesHouS Wfr
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