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The men came down between two long, regular rows of trees. The ad not
passed completely and ther VRS 4 hllle,\n' the alr and the moon was hidden behind fn¢p
long, high parallels of cloud wh1ca ltlJllg like suspended streamers of dirty cotton wool in B
the sky. All of the mery but one) wore thick clothes against the coolness of the
i night and earth was cold and damp, and the shoes of the men sank into the soil and left

f"rctﬁ exact, ridged(foot prints) but they could not be seen in the dark. < sibilance »menacing
ne of the men walked ahead holding a small cycle lantern that worked from a
onprPosebattery, leading the way down the avenue of trees while the others came behind in the erichets
dark. The night close around was quiet now that the crickets had stopped their smalt @ o "'Cflof
noises, but farog_L& others that g\ld feel the presence of the men continued the ' men.
monotonous creek c_rﬁegﬁi’cr'ee_l'( ome ere evennil)l L2 dog&tﬁé > barkmo in short 7 menazm
't high yaps, and ‘then stopped abruptly. The men w alklng through an orchard of j
< lemons and the sharp, rer-égeet citrus smell hun gently%n the night air.
{ ‘Do not go so fast,” the man who brought ap tuf% ofar of the party called to the man
W1th the lantern. ‘It’s as dark as aoul bere atwl%e back.’
Crewll He called softly, as if the darkness deman(‘le‘a' srlence STQ was a big man and wore
“otd‘ﬂf\f khaki haki trousers and lac ed-up riding boots, and an old shooting jacket with leather patches

on the righ right breast and the elbows me_mc:g G‘mpl@ violenee +v cowne .
Jf%l The( shotéuﬁ) was lofded Jn rg}? f % is gpan ’s face was invisible excepI for, 3 lgr }’-umr\

of S Igp‘(ﬁd hollows Jand lighter ‘}a 5 ? ugh he walked in the rear e wap the
of

cﬁeader e party. The lantern zﬁgrer slow

own for the rest to eWrth him.
< ‘It’s cold, too,(Oom, anot e man/ald %ShO(l‘ Ja"“/\@ rCOS e, WMZO(O?;):Q‘P
i 4*.,9:@1 ‘ . o'gu as Qa s&)ea (Mg w1th‘Are you colder
? tﬁan his verdomte tnot;' ng by q%r?c{ ge_mlére the dark with the muzzle of the

)l* gun at the man who (stumbled along 1nS their midst and who was tl;‘e only one notl 'ma_bg»e
<’ rﬁtu é s L :
2 warmly dressed. %P@'\Ofsc hattperere o o OR tied 7 passiVe Fen

1

erosity
; aBbysy. This man wore trousers and a raincoat which they had allowed him to pull on over ~
p Tco his pyjamas when they had him from hnd he shivered now with chill,
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Ve o clenching his teeth to prevent them from chattering. He had not( been/gite 1€ 1o te

he metal-covered ends of the laces clicked as he moved.

A “Are voy cold hnxnnl? the man with the light jeered.

%v’\ } loured man did not upl\ He was afraid. but his fear was mixed with a
O s e Tk u«l\’x‘_, R L‘ s :

3 stubBomness Jwl uh"lorh e him' & Snswer them.
¥, stubbomness

is shoes and_
S

M. ‘He 1s not Id ) xlmn.m in the party said. ‘He_is shivering with fear. Is it not ’b
b B Y ™A ous —speaking o tae Mq anm
> so. hotnot™ \l &u Ph = 5 W [ cannot SCQ a (j
" The coloured man said nothing. but stared ahead 01 himselt into llm half-light made

by the small lantern. He could see the[giThouettd of the man who carried the light. but
™ he did not want to look at the two who flanked him. the one who had complained of (he
& cold. and the one who had spoken of his fear. They each kal‘llkd .1 S ambo and every g‘l’\iv"

now and then one of them slapped a corduroved lu' with In\ wklz
‘ fvﬁ _—{He is dumb also) the one who had spoken last chuckled. anived
=

P M ‘No. Andries. Wait a minute.” the leader who carried the shotg
m Futer \h\ppgd between the row of uu\ The man with the 1

the rest of the party. &U\,OJ

“What is it?” he d\}\gd
| “Wag'n oomblikkie. Waitfa moment.
’ "He is not dumb. He is a/fimShotnot:

un said, and they all
antern turned and put the light on
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the leader \'a;i}]:pedkino with forced casualness. S,Lw\:?”"’_
one of thoseCeducated bushmen, Listen, homo_)_;mm
SPEaRs (o you you you veaxieP
answer him. Do you hear? The coloured man’s wrists were tied behind him{ with aiemy™ laces
e s bk bowe i s 2 S gt P dﬁ'ﬁ‘féﬂ T "
will shoot a h“le____‘hw;’ b £
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r~  The bound man felt the hard round mcw the gun muzzle through t fv%Qloose consfh"

o J“,_’ raincoat and clenched his teeth. He was col,d» and tried to, prevent thself from shivering
"o =6 | in case it should be mistaken for cowardice. H‘?lf‘l ﬁé Small metal

lic .
v"«dﬁyy;, man with the gun thumbed back the hammer of the sholgun’?r&u‘le +ﬁ%( dﬁr‘ll e Show

/d:F:_nt sweat began 1o form on his upper llp under Lhc overnight stubble ~= QJ(:\‘\;Q
— Lab For God's \;‘3&‘11. on ! shooé hi n%hc m; T withhe light said, Idughmg a rlllc +amer
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he addressed the coloured man, speaking anvnI) now. ‘When a

e s We don’'t want 1o be m\ lved in _any murder. T 2TK celfafh (e,
2 ‘ P
mecmalsy What ure you'saying. man? the leader asked. Now with the beam of the battery- -lamp S% f

h/ on his face the shadows in it were washed away to reveal the mass of tiny wrinkled and

’7” 'um;f deep creases which covered the red- clay complexion of his face like the myriad lines ‘

~ontacg which indicate rivers, streams, roads and railways on a map. They wound around the d‘? 4 3
;(f e ndges of his chin and climbed the sharp range of his nose and the peaks of his chin and {

cheekbones. and his eves were hdrd dﬂd %Lﬁeglke twof roze ylakes: %'wufgjyf& cot, {
1 This is mos a <Jim h()lnnl a sdbool for which we pay. a"'m |
Alex & ——‘ He lives off { our sweat, . and he de/‘fitu uu}{x& 1ItY\to be che i

“ dnt ncivilised lowards a @
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f;lurr ha;! /Irud ‘But we are going to deal wﬂ: him,~There 15 no
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||\')«\|/l|u muzzle /I|1|1|4|||) into the coloured man’s back so that he stumbled /
A
strugelifie to h\;, his balance. "Do you hear, jong? Did I not speak to you?” IRC man ”‘}-0/5/‘( 0
L who h Wl jeered about the prisoner’s fear stepped up then, and hit him in the face. oy
¥ A
\\\ V') \lnl\”]u |]||1|"Tﬁ‘/\,¢-—|43t|\|)l!ln with the clenched fist which still held the Sji ul)hnk He was n D/’
WI&I\ ind wanted the man_to submit so Luuélfu\ outd B proceed. “Lister / A

—— - ¢ y AD
you_hotnot_bast ard.” he said loudly. :\|l_\ don’t you answer?” ~) 170N QE?/AQ"J//’“/‘/(

The man stumbled, caught himsell and stood i the rambling shadow of One of the  La vl

S)l'/lfmnn trees. The lantern-light swung on him and he looked away from the centre of the
beam. He was afraid the leader would_shgot him in anger and he had no wish to die.
M He \lldl”'llulﬂvllp ‘lmifﬂ»l\ul away Trom-them. Lmi~ “’A"t of oo
F”S“tv‘ ngmlul [Tm nmn who had struck hnn once &g
gzﬁ -"Yes; @ﬁ ¢ h%{;{a nmr}us‘ud \QL\L}\gﬂ” \\uh a mixture of dignity and contempt
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T with the ]whl \dur “You could save yourself trouble. Next time (7..),‘ 15! g
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\\huh was missec
‘Yes there,” the 1
you will remember. Now let us get on.” The lantern swung forward again and he walked ol 9"
ahead. The leader shoved their prisoner on with the muzzle of the shotgun. and th, ! a’\
stumbled after the h()bbnw lantern with the other men on each side of him. Beal o
““The amazing thing about it is that this bhkxem should have mlu.n lh\. plll}l[ydl and Lok maa
the meester of the church before the nmmxnate and demand pa pay vinent 1o the t iding fordesi-e
they gave him for being cheeky to them.” the leader said to all in gencral. "This . o7 J STl

g ocCeri
I have never heard of such a thing in all my born days.”” 375777 2

S\Q,(% we will give him a better hiding.” the man. Andries said. "L (Wil eo%esdia
teach9mm a lesson, Oom. He won't demand damages from anybody whem]we re dnn;\"
W im S areacnels Job VS king Faugir Fhbuah FTARGN |t fuxd
*And afterwards he won’t be seen aroudﬁ here again. He will pack his things and go [ & ,«/’,’/
and live in the city where they’re LA p b

utrlll %()Lll e dl"El UOL RS, Vvolk) Do you g
hear, hotnot?’ This time they were not conc f

St receiving a |ep[\ hul the leader Fubwre /2,
went on, saying, "We don’t want any
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hottentots in our town. 7 b&act FAOAL S
the others. ‘Srural (ACIOWVA Mo re Lew"‘t,,,}

(‘&5““7\& the ldrm hause which we ‘nJD\\NbI o the dark e Py,
G hillside at the other end of the little vall?\' > Jagten éu\m :éxu hmlen !9 7 /1:)0\ Se
i said. ‘T wonder what bothers him. He is a 0ood watchdog T offere \?eneu dl.ll\@\ MA
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poung} for that dog, but he won/t \L“ I_would like to have a dné like that, vlamuld/‘fwe,
degro hupfake great care of such a dog. qo ey T :
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harsh whispering t 1 vas (inconsistent, v le \Lel]l of the lemons. The chill Fatle Ay

in the air had AR . and far-off the croeft &of the crickets blended into . a

solid strips ots Sqund., Then the .: cé me trom behind the banks of cloud Le*“z)"‘

and its white light touched the fosves with wet silver, and the pertume of lm ons seemed 'o\ &2

to grow stronger, as if the juice was being crushed from them. V\OIQL ce . » '/ Foy turc |
They walked a little way further in the moonlight and the man with the lantern said,

‘This is as good a place as any, Oom.’ M‘-"""Wﬁfjxaaiah/
They had come into a wide gap in the orchard, a \nmll(amixhllhmug \LlllUunLkd by

fragrant growth, and t al] stopped within it. The moonlight clung for a while to the ”“""":}
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leaves and' the @ngle ;lg‘s. so that along their tips and edges the mmxlulc(xvlegunu I
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